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Read this booklet when you are at  

Wheal Martyn Clay Works 

 

You may be here for 2 hours  
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There are 2 walks you can 

do here. 

 

1. The Nature Trail to walk 

around the woods and see 

the big clay pit. 

 

People used to work here a 

long time ago.  

 

The white statues look like the 

old workers. 

 

Did you see the white statues? They look like the workers. 

Some workers were called miners. 

Now, the work has stopped 

and you can go and look 

around.  

 

The first building has a café 

and gift shop. 
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They found China Clay here.  

China Clay makes useful 

things like…… 

1. Plates  

2. Paper  

If you follow the path to 

the top of the site, you 

can see the Clay Pit.  

 

This is where they dig the 

China Clay out. 

2. The History Trail to see the old 

work areas and waterwheels. 

This booklet is about the History Trail — what used to happen here. 

China Clay is found in the ground. 
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They used waterwheels to 

move the clay mixed with  

water. 

 

Waterwheels go round and 

move the clay water through 

pipes. 

The China Clay was washed 

out of the rock with water. 

 

Can you see the Settling Tanks? 

The clay water was put into 

tanks.  

 

The heavy clay sinks       

down to the bottom. 

 

They are called Settling Tanks. 

The sand that was left behind 

was dumped in big piles 

called Clay Tips. 
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Now the wet clay needed to 

be dried, so it was taken to 

the Drying Sheds. 

 

It was very warm in the  

Drying Sheds. 

The water flows away, leaving the clay 

behind.  

 

The water was white with clay and it 

went into the river, so people called it  

The White River. 

The clay is now wet and slimy! Can you see any wet clay? 

The clay turns into a dry powder. 

 

The workers put it into bags ready to 

take to the shops. 
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China Clay is still needed  

today, but they use machines 

like the ones in the picture. 

We hope you had fun today — thank you for visiting. 

Can you see the train or lorry in the yard? 

 

To deliver the China Clay 

they used  

         trains  

and 

        lorries  

 

What did you enjoy the most? 

Now you know that China Clay is used to make useful things,  

                                                                           like paper.  
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For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org 

 

This Easy Read guide has been reviewed by users for users. 

  

Images supplied by Wheal Martyn and www.Geograph.org. 

 

 

 

Heritage Ability is part of the disability charity,  

Living Options Devon, registered charity no. 1102489 

 

@HeritageAbility 

#HeritageAbility 


