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Hello and welcome!  

This booklet provides information about 

Seaton Jurassic for visitors who prefer to 

use Large Print.  

This booklet is intended to be used with an 

A3 map. 

Please ask at reception if you do not have 

the A3 map.  

 

1 – Nineteenth Century Study 

Seaton Jurassic will take you on a journey 

like no other – back in time! Share the 

excitement of the discoveries made by local 

fossil hunters, geologists and  
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evolutionary-thinkers of the nineteenth 

century as they uncovered the stories of 

life on Earth.   

The nineteenth century was an exciting 

time for fossil hunters and geologists of the 

Jurassic Coast. The Great Bindon 

Landslide of 1839 was the first large-scale 

landslide ever to have been the subject of 

detailed scientific description by 

geologists. It reconfigured the coast 

between Lyme Regis and Seaton. In 1840 

geologists Reverend William Conybeare 

and Doctor William Buckland produced the 

first fully scientific report ever produced 

about a major landslide, with illustrations 

by William’s wife, Mary Buckland.     
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Possibly the most famous fossil hunter of 

the nineteenth century was Mary Anning. 

She was born into poverty in 1799. She 

influenced the development of the science 

of paleontology and was one of the 

foremost authorities on fossils.  

Despite having no formal education, she 

achieved a lot before her death in 1847: 

 A fossil she discovered with her 

brother Joseph provided the data for 

the first ever scientific paper about the 

ichthyosaur  
 

 She discovered and drew the first ever 

complete fossil of a plesiosaur 
 

 Her discovery of fossilised feces gave 

us the information we needed to 
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understand more about the diets of 

ancient animals. 

 She discovered a fossil fish that 

bridged the gap between sharks and 

rays 
 

 Her advice helped the highest-ranking 

geologists and paleontologists of her 

day 

 The earliest popular portrayals of 

prehistoric species were based on her 

work and the fossils she found. 

The Chalk and Upper Greensand at Seaton 

is highly fossiliferous and is good for fossil 

collecting.  
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At Seaton fossil hunters can find: 

 Ammonites 

 Echinoids 

 Brachiopods 

 Bivalves  

There are plenty of rocks to examine.  

Fresh rock falls and cliff faces are 

dangerous, so fossil hunters should follow 

safety guidelines.        

The nineteenth century study has drawers 

that you can open, containing fossils you 

can touch and handle. 
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2 – The Jurassic World, 200 million years 
ago. 

Take a ‘long haul’ journey back in time, 

travelling aboard the specially adapted 

interactive time-ship back to the ‘deep time’ 

of the Jurassic World, 200 million years 

ago.   

Seaton is the only town on the Jurassic 

Coast where rocks from all three of the 

Jurassic Coast’s geological periods can be 

seen –  

 Triassic 

 Jurassic 

 Cretaceous  
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These three periods make up the Mesozoic 

Era, when dinosaurs and giant reptiles 

lived. 

The red rocks of East Devon formed in 

deserts between 252 and 201 million years 

ago, during the Triassic Period. 

During the Triassic Period, all the land 

masses of Earth together made one super 

continent called Pangaea. The Jurassic 

Coast is a key site for rare Triassic fossils. 

The landscape of Pangaea was covered by 

deserts. 

The Jurassic Coast is famous for fossils of 

Jurassic aged marine life. The Jurassic 

Period was 201 – 145 million years ago. 
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At the start of the Jurassic Period sea 

levels rose to cover the desert that had 

existed here during the Triassic Period.   

A tropical sea supported rich marine 

ecosystems and a huge number of 

underwater animals. These included 

animals that we are familiar with today, to 

Ichthyosaurs and even Pliosaurs, predators 

of the Jurassic oceans. 

 

3 – Seaton Jurassic’s Rock Pool 

At the end of your journey throughout the 

Seaton Jurassic building you will ‘land’ in 

the water-filled world of a Jurassic era rock 

pool. 
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This area invites visitors to imagine they 

are small creatures swimming though a 

rock pool, with low level and coloured 

lighting to achieve the atmospheric effect. 

There are uneven floors, walls and ceilings 

that mimic the environment of a rock pool. 

The route around the rock pool is shown by 

a friendly crab on the wall, pointing with 

one of his claws. 

Plants and animals that live in rock pools 

are fascinating.   
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They survive in an environment that is 

constantly changing, including: 

 fluctuating water temperatures 

 decreasing oxygen levels 

 exposure to sunlight for long periods 

of time 

 rough treatment from the incoming 

sea. 

Animals you can find in rock pools include: 

 shrimp  

 crabs 

 starfish 

 shellfish 

 barnacles 

 anemones  

 lobsters.  
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4 – The Garden 

Seaton Jurassic’s outdoor area includes an 

interactive play area and a wildlife garden.  

Visitors can dig for fossils or relax in the 

sun.   

There is a mechanical wave machine for 

you to make waves in the pond, and lots of 

different seating areas for visitors. 

The interactive play area underneath the 

water feature incudes a waterfall arch, 

where visitors can pass through.   

The area surrounding the arch is a waterfall 

backed by a transparent barrier.   

In the wildlife garden, visitors can find  

bug-hotels, birdbaths and perfect 

pollinators creating a haven for wildlife. 
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Please return this guide to reception before 
you leave, thank you. 
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