Visual Guide
This information is to help you prepare for
a visit to Prior Park near Bath in Somerset.
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General Information

Prior Park has many outdoor areas to explore, with only a few inside
spaces.

Prior Park is open everyday from 10am to 5.30pm, except for In the
winter (November-January) the garden is open 10am - 4pm. Last entry
to the garden is one hour before closing.

Before you visit, check if they are open by going to
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/prior-park-landscape-garden

The busy periods in the year are weekends and school holidays.
Sometimes there are events on which can be busy and noisy - call
ahead or ask staff or volunteers on site for details. Call Visitor
Reception on 01225 833422, or the office on 01225 833977.
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Map of Prior Park
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Getting There
The number 2 bus towards
Combe Down stops at the main
entrance to Prior Park.
The City sightseeing bus stops at
stop Q.
Prior Park does not have a
general Visitor Car Park.
There are a small number of
disabled spaces that can be
booked for blue badge holders.

There are many exits and
entrances that lead in and out
of Prior Park. Not all of Prior
Park’s gates are used by
members of the public.

There are signs by Prior Park’s
entrances to give visitors useful
information about access to
Prior Park, including opening
times and admission fees.
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Parking
Bike racks are available inside the
Main Entrance to Prior Park.

Prior Park’s Disabled parking is located just beyond Visitor Reception,
inside the Main Entrance.
If you have a Blue Badge, you should call Prior Park before your visit
to book a parking space. Disabled parking spaces are very limited,
especially at the weekend, when the garden is busy.
Call Visitor Reception on 01225 833422, or the office on 01225 833977.

5

Staff and Volunteers
A member of staff or a
volunteer will always be
at the Visitor Reception.
They can tell you the best
areas to go and see.
The Visitor Reception is
also where you go if you
need any help.

Staff and volunteers are
often working in the
gardens at Prior Park.
The areas where Prior Park
volunteers and staff can be
seen working may not be
open to the public. So
make sure to check before
you go over to see them.

Prior Park staff and volunteers
might be using equipment that is
not safe for members of the
public to use or touch.
Please do not touch any
equipment that is being used by
a member of staff or volunteer,
unless you are given permission.
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Safety at Prior Park
You might see heavy equipment at
Prior Park. Staff at Prior Park use this to
help with bigger tasks in the garden.
Please do not touch the heavy
equipment.

Prior Park sometimes
uses rope to stop
visitors entering areas
of the Park. For your
safety do not pass the
ropes that are
blocking paths.

At Prior Park you can find very old writing; this was written by people
many years ago and is important to the garden. Please do not add to
this writing.
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Safety at Prior Park
Dogs are allowed at Prior
Park, but they should
always be kept on the
lead.

Some of the paths in Prior Park are harder to
walk across than others. These paths
sometimes have handrails to help visitors, but
please be careful when you walk on them.

Quiet Room
Unfortunately Prior Park
does not have a Quiet
Room, but staff and
volunteers will do their best
to help you or direct you to
a quieter area.
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Toilet Facilities
You will find the first set of
toilets located in a cabin
close to the Visitor
Reception. There are also
facilities for dog owners there.
There is a ramp up to these
toilets. Please watch out for
any trip hazards as you enter
the cabin.

The accessible toilet has
handrails and a hand
dryer.
The baby changing area is
also in the accessible toilet.
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Toilet Facilities
There is a toilet cabin at the
bottom of the garden. You will
find both non-accessible and
accessible toilets with
handrails.
Baby changing facilities are in
the accessible toilet, as well as
free nappies for young children
and babies.

You will find a dog waste bin by the
toilet cabin that is near these second
toilets.
If you have brought a dog to the park,
you can use the bins to put dog mess
in, to help keep the park clean.
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Facilities
Prior Park supplies dog waste
bags next to their dog waste
bins. Please clean up after your
dog, to help keep Prior Park
clean.

If you have a dog, you can
let your dog have a drink in
the dog bowl next to the
toilets.

Prior Park’s vehicles and
heavy machinery
sometimes use the
same paths as visitors so
they can get to
different areas of Prior
Park. Please be careful
and let these vehicles
travel past safely if you
see them.
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Around Prior Park

When you arrive at Prior Park you will be able
to buy tickets and souvenirs at the
Visitor Reception.
This is also where you can ask for any help you
need for your visit to Prior Park.

You can also pick up
leaflets and take a
moment to sit at the
seating area next to
the Visitor Reception.
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Around Prior Park
You will find different types of
pathways in and around
Prior Park, including steps
and stairways with handrails.

Some of the paths through Prior Park take you
through woodland. These paths can be
narrower than other Prior Park paths, and
may get muddy in wet weather. So step
carefully when wet.

Paths through Prior Park can also
have steps that are harder to
see.
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Around Prior Park
You can find information at
different points around the
garden. Some of the
information is on tall wooden
boards, or lower information
boards.

Prior Park uses
different sized posts
and boards for
information and
directions at different
locations.

Prior Park’s Grotto is
under cover and you can
enter this building and
look round.
Inside, you will find the
grotto as well as a large
cinema screen showing
what Prior Park was like in
the 1700s.
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Around Prior Park

At Prior Park, you will find open areas of water, such as ponds, lakes,
streams and waterfalls. Visitor paths are particularly close to the pond
nearest to the Visitor Reception. Please take care around the water,
including grates and drains. Do not enter the water.

15

Around Prior Park
While you are at Prior Park you
will be able to see the historic
buildings of Prior Park house,
which are not open to the
public.
The historic house is currently a
private school called Prior Park
College.

Prior Park has some very
beautiful views as well as
some steep slopes and
fenced off areas. Please
be careful on any slopes
and do not go on areas
behind fences.

There are a lot of
opportunities for you
to sit and rest on
benches in Prior
Park.
Many of the
benches are placed
in areas so you can
stop and look at the
views.
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Around Prior Park
Some of the signs around
Prior Park will show you
directions or whether a
path is okay to use. Some
paths are steep and have
handrails to help you.

If you walk though the
wooded area of Prior Park,
you will find a small bridge
over a stream. This bridge
has no handrails, so please
be careful when crossing
over the stream. Please do
not go in the stream.

The paths through the
woodlands of Prior Park
sometimes include rocks,
tree stumps or other
objects which make the
path uneven. So please
be careful!
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Around Prior Park

The Summer House at Prior Park is a
place where you can relax and
shelter from the weather. There is
also a children’s trail that returns to
the same place and does not lead
to another location.
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Around Prior Park

At the Summer House you can
play on a wooden instrument
that stands outside.
This instrument is designed to be
touched, and there are red
tools to help you play it.

You will find some
gates called kissing
gates at Prior Park.
These gates are
designed to stop large
animals from passing
through and
damaging the garden.
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Around Prior Park
You will also be able to find ruins of Prior
Park’s Ice House and Thatched Cottage, as
well as information boards about the
ruined buildings. Please remember not to
enter the areas that are behind ropes.

The highest area of the ruins of the Ice House have
been blocked with bars to protect visitors as well as
the bats that live there.
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Around Prior Park
You can use Prior
Park’s information
board to spot
landmarks and look at
the city of Bath in the
distance.

Prior Park also has
some beautiful views
of the land inside the
garden

As this bridge is in a
beautiful location, it
can sometimes
become busy and
noisy.
But you can always
see it without getting
too close if too busy.

Prior Park is a beautiful place; remember to
enjoy the view!
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For more information about Heritage Ability,
visit www.heritageability.org

Heritage Ability is part of the disability charity, Living Options
Devon, registered charity no. 1102489

@HeritageAbility
#HeritageAbility
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