
This booklet tells you about  

 

 

Hopewell Colliery                 

Museum and Working Mine  

Made by 

Visitors spend around 

2 hours here 



Hopewell Colliery has a main 

reception.   

The main reception is in the 

café.  

 

The staff behind the counter  

can help you if you have 

questions. 

There are toilets and an        

accessible toilet at the back 

of the café.   

 

There is also a small Surface 

Museum. 

 

Please do not touch the things 

in the museum.  



1. Take an underground 

 tour of the mine at 

 Hopewell Colliery. 

3.  Look at the information 

about Freemining in the 

Surface Museum.  

While you are here you can…….. 

2. Find out about 

 Freemining and the life 

 of a Freeminer. 
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Hopewell Colliery is a mine. 

 

 

A mine is where people work 

underground, digging for coal or  

metals.  

Hopewell Colliery is not a usual 

mine; it is a Freemine! 

 

 

The Forest of Dean is the only 

place in the UK that has 

Freemines. 

 

In Freemines people have        

permission to work in their own 

mine. 

 

 

So any coal or metal they find        

belongs to them. 



Freeminers still work in Hopewell 

Colliery today.  

Hopewell Colliery is a coal 

mine.  

Coal makes heat or power 

when you burn it. 

 

Many people still have coal 

fires at home to keep warm. 

Coal is also burned in Power 

Plants, to make electricity.  



You can take an 

underground tour of 

Hopewell Colliery. 

 

See what it’s like to work in a 

Freemine.  

The Freemine is very dark 

and cold. 

 

 

You will have to wear a 

helmet and lamp, so that 

you can see in the dark. 

Did you take the tour at Hopewell Colliery 

There is equipment from the 

mine around Hopewell 

Colliery.  

 

Please do not touch the 

equipment.  
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1. Hopewell Colliery is a Freemine. 

2. Freeminers work underground in their own mines. 

3. The Forest of Dean is the only place in the UK with 

Freemines. 

4. Freeminers still work at Hopewell Colliery today. 

Thank you for visiting Hopewell 

Colliery. 

 

Please come back again soon! 

      We hope you enjoyed your day.  

       What did you enjoy the most? 

Now you know that ……. 



For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org 

 

This guide has been compiled by Heritage Ability using a      

person-centred approach, in conjunction with professional 

advisors with lived-experience. 

 

Images from Heritage Ability and Hopewell Colliery. 

 

 

Heritage Ability project is run by the disability charity,  

Living Options Devon, registered charity no. 1102489 

 

@HeritageAbility 


