
 1 

 

Hopewell Colliery 

Visual Guide 



 2 

 

 General Information 

Hopewell Colliery is a working Freemine operated by Freeminers.  Attractions at 

Hopewell Colliery Museum and Mine, include: 

 A 45 minute guided tour of Hopewell Colliery. 

 The Surface Museum.   

Hopewell Colliery Café, Surface Museum and Gift shop are free to enter and open 

seven days a week, throughout the year. Opening 9 am to 4 pm (5 pm during the 

main season). Hopewell Colliery is closed at Christmas. 

Hopewell Colliery Guided Tour is open 10 am to 4 pm Wednesday to Sunday, from 

Good Friday until the beginning of October. However, it is closed on Mondays and 

Tuesdays (except bank holidays). The last tour leaves at approximately 3 pm. 

The tour is not suitable for very young children or people with limited mobility (as 

the walk can be steep in areas and there is no wheelchair access down the mine).  

The busy periods of the year are the school holidays, during the summer (for the 

tour), and lunchtimes in the café (especially Sundays 11 am to 3 pm). The quieter 

times to visit are April to June, and September to October, especially early 

mornings and afternoons.  

Call the Main Reception for more information: 01594 810706. 

Please be aware, it is cold underground so bring a warm jacket; and wear suitable 

shoes for walking, as the mine is steep in places and the walk back is through the 

wood. 
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 Getting There 

If you travel by car, Hopewell is just off the B4226 - Coleford to Cinderford road, 

then follow the brown heritage signs to Hopewell Colliery.  

Hopewell Colliery address is: Cannop Hill, Speech House Road, Coleford, 

Gloucestershire, GL16 7EL.  

There is a large car park on-site. 

The car park floor is made up of loose stones, 

so can move underfoot. 

From the car park, follow the ‘Way 

In’ sign to the Main Reception.  
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From the accessible car park, there 

is a concrete path to the right of 

the Main Reception (and café) 

building opposite. It leads around 

to the entrance. 

 

There is an accessible car park closer to 

the Main Reception. Follow the signs. 

The path from the car park is made 

of stones based on a natural path, 

and maybe a little uneven in places. 

It may also get slippery when wet. 

The path leads down to the main          

reception, which is also a café.  

Accessible Car Park 

The accessible car park has room 

for 4 to 5 cars with ample space. 

The spaces are unmarked.  

The car park is concreted and flat, 

to make it easier to manoeuvre for 

those with mobility issues. 
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Facilities 

Note: there is a small hump entering the 

café for wheelchair users. 

In the café you can buy hot and cold 

food and drinks.  

You must go to the counter to order. 

The Surface Museum, café and gift shop 

are all in one building. They are free to visit 

along with the picnic areas and children's 

playground on-site.  

 

There is a cost for the Underground Tour, 

which can be paid for in the café, for the 

latest charges visit the website.  

http://www.hopewellcolliery.com
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During busy times such as lunchtimes (especially Sunday), the café can be 

busy and noisy.  

There is a mix of natural and 

artificial lighting in the café, 

so it can be quite bright. 

The flooring is smooth and 

covered in vinyl, that may 

become slippery when wet. 

You can purchase food and 

drink from the café, and eat 

in the quieter areas outside - 

away from the crowd. 

Or you can bring a packed 

lunch and eat outside in the  

picnic area. 
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At the end of the corridor, there are both 

male and female toilets.  At busy times 

there may be a queue. 

 

The lighting in this area is artificial and 

can be a little dark in places. 

Through the door in the rear of the 

café are the toilets. 

There is an accessible toilet on the 

right as you enter the corridor.  

It also has baby changing facilities 

available.  

There are automatic hand dryers in 

the toilets, which may be loud 

when being used. 

Note: There is no red emergency 

cord. 

In the same corridor as the toilets, is 

the Lamp Room. The Lamp Room is 

where you go to equip yourself for the 

Underground Tour (the tour is paid for 

at the till they will tell you where to 

wait etc.) 

Only enter when a member of staff 

tells you to. 
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The Underground Tour 

Hopewell Colliery is a working Freemine. A Freemine is where the people in the 

Forest of Dean were granted exclusive rights by Edward 1st; to mine their own 

land, in search of coal, iron ore, ochre and stone. 

The tour guides that take you around the mine are all experienced miners. They 

will explain how the mines work and what you will see as you travel around. 

As the mine is very steep and uneven in places and exits into the forest 

(and walk back to the site), the tour is not suitable for those with mobility    

issues, or parents with very young children. 
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Once you have paid for the tour, 

a member of staff will ask you to 

go to the Lamp room. 

 

The tour guide will help ensure you 

have a miner's lamp and helmet 

for your tour.   

A helmet must be worn in the mine 

at all times, to protect you from 

banging your head. 

If you have any questions during 

the tour, the tour guide will be 

happy to help you.   

As you enter the mine, you have a 

few meters of natural light.  After 

that, the mine is very dark. There 

are no artificial lights, apart from 

the light on your helmet.  

The guide will then take you to the 

site, less then 30 meters from the 

café.  

The walk to the mine is stoned, 

and can be a little uneven in 

places. 
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The floor in the mine is made of   

concrete and is uneven in places. 

There are also metal tracks on the 

floor, used to transfer coal to the 

surface. So watch your step! 

There are railings throughout most of 

the mine to help guide you in the 

dark.   

The mine has areas that are  

steep and may be wet in   

places. 

Entrance 

Exit into 

the forest  

©John F French 
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The tour exits into the Forest of 

Dean, where there is a natural      

pathway that leads back up to 

the site. The path is uneven and 

may be muddy and slippery 

when wet.  

 

The path slopes upwards when 

walking back up to the site. 

Your tour guide will tell you from 

experience, what life was like 

for a Freeminer. 

Some areas of the mine have    

limited head room, so be    

careful not to bump your head. 

©John F French 
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Around the walls of the café, there are 

several display cases showing             

artefacts from Freemining at Hopewell 

Colliery and other local sites. 

 

There are also documents and pictures 

showing information about Freemining 

in Forest of Dean and life as a 

Freeminer. 

 

Please don’t touch the artefacts. 

Just outside the Lamp room (in the corridor leading to the toilets), there are some 

pictures of local Freemines. 

The Surface Museum 

©John F French 
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We hope you enjoy your visit. 

 

 

 

For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org. 

 

 

 

@HeritageAbility 

#AccessibilityMatters 

Delivered by disability charity Living Options Devon, 

registered charity no.1102489 


