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This information is to help 

you prepare for a visit to 

Geevor Tin Mine in 

Cornwall.  



 

Geevor Tin Mine is a real mine and during your visit you will learn about 

mining in Cornwall. You can easily spend 4-6 hours here and there are coast 

path walks which allow you to see Geevor’s setting and more mining 

remains. 

 

From April the site opens at 9am and the Underground Mine Tour runs from 

10am. Last entry is at 4pm and the site closes at 5pm. 

From November to March the site will be open 10am till 4pm, with last entry 

at 3pm. 

 

The Mill Tours are only available in the winter months and self-guided during 

the Summer. 

 

Remember: 

 Take extra care around the cliffs — they are dangerous. 

 Wear suitable footwear and clothing 

 Wash your hands before eating 

 Keep your hard hat on at all times 

 Mining remains are dangerous and you should stick to the paths 

 Do not climb on the mining equipment 



 

Arrival at Geevor 

Geevor Tin Mine is located in the 

village of Pendeen, 7 miles west of 

Penzance. It is easily reached by car or 

bus. 

 

Geevor Tin Mine is open Sunday to 

Friday. They are closed on Saturdays. 

Parking is free at Geevor.  

 

You can park in-front of the reception 

building if you have a blue badge, or 

next to the shop and café. 

 

Otherwise park in the main area and 

go down the slope to Reception. 

The Reception building is where you 

must buy your entry ticket for the site. 

 

It says Welcome to Geevor over the 

entrance. 

 

Inside, there is another door before 

you reach the desk, where a member 

of staff will greet you. It can get busy 

here. 



 

Entry and Safety 

The admission prices are listed as you 

enter reception. 

 

You can check current admission 

prices online at Geevor’s website 

before you go. 

 

www.geevor.com  

All visitors are required to wear hard 

hats while moving around the site. 

 

There are two sizes, and they are all 

adjustable. 

 

Choose one from the hoppers as 

shown in the picture. 

There are signs on the wall which tell 

you important information and also 

show you the way to go around the 

site. 

 

Some of the site is self-guided, but The 

Mill and The Underground Tour are led 

by experienced guides and run at 

certain times. 

https://geevor.com


 

Reception Building 

At the Reception you will purchase 

your tickets and learn about the times 

of the guided tours. 

 

There are two guided tours available; 

The Mill Tour and  

The Underground Mine Tour. 

There are rooms to explore off the first 

corridor. 

 

The rooms in the reception building 

are all well lit. 

 

The rooms can be noisy and the 

corridors are quite narrow. 

 

The floor is smooth and the exhibitions 

are quiet. 

You can also borrow a Large Print Guide,  

an Easy Read Guide or a British Sign 

Language tour of the site if you want to. 



 

Toilets 

There are toilets in the Reception 

Building, the upper floor of the Hard 

Rock Museum and in the Shop and 

Café Building. 

These are the toilets in the Reception 

Building (left). 

 

They are general toilets.  

This is the entrance to the toilets on the 

upper floor of the Hard Rock Museum 

(right). 

 

There is also an accessible toilet up 

here too. 



 

There is a platform lift to move 

between the levels of the shop and 

accessible toilet and café and general 

toilets on the lower level. 

There is an accessible toilet is located 

in the Shop and Café Building. 

 

 

These are the entrances to the 

general  toilets on the lower level 

by the platform lift and café. 



 

Exhibition in the Reception Building 

There are cabinets in the exhibition 

containing items from the site. 

 

There are signs around each cabinet 

which explains what they are. 

There is a large model of the mine, 

with signs that explain what the 

model shows. 

 

The blue line shows the sea level and 

the structure shows the many mine 

shafts and tunnels underground. 

There are steps up to the higher 

viewing platform, but you can see 

the model without going up the steps. 



 

Winder House 

After the reception building you will 

exit to self-navigate around the other 

mine buildings. You will find the 

Winder House first. This is where the 

winding gear for the main shaft is 

housed. 

 

You can go in and look around. 

There are two steps into the Winder 

House and a ramp is available.  

 

The ramp is often out, but if not, just 

ask any member of the Geevor team 

and they will arrange it for you.  

There are barriers that you mustn’t 

cross, but you can get close to the 

machinery. 

 

It doesn’t run and isn’t dangerous, but 

you mustn’t climb on it or damage it. 



 

Compressor House and Sub Station 

There is a ramp into the Compressor 

House. 

 

You may go inside and look around. 

 

 

Inside the compressor house there 

are large machines, but they won’t 

make a noise or move. 

 

The floor is smooth and there are 

information boards to read. 

This is the old sub station. 

 

You can see the equipment that they 

used, but it is fenced off, so you can’t 

touch it. 

 

You can look through the blue doors 

and see the old electrical switches. 



 

Mine Rescue and First Aid Room 

There is a step into the Mine Rescue 

room. But you can’t go too far into 

the room; there is a wooden barrier 

that you mustn’t cross. 

 

The items are not for touching. The 

rooms are set up to be just how they 

would have been when the mine was 

in use. 

You can look inside these rooms, but 

please don’t cross the barrier. 

 

You can see the old equipment that 

they used. 

There are things to read, but no 

interactive displays in these rooms. 



 

The Dry 
The Dry is where the miners changed 

before they went into the mine and 

where they got dry when they came 

out. 

 

The lockers still contain the men’s 

clothing and equipment and must not 

be touched or moved. 

 

It is preserved as a memorial to the last 

men that worked at Geevor. 

The clocking in and out areas are left 

as they were found. 

 

There are pictures of the men that 

worked there all around. 

The wash rooms are narrow and some 

areas have a step down to them. 

 

Every area was used for the men to 

wash, so there are lots of small rooms 

with sinks and showers in. 



 

As you exit the changing area, you go 

into the passage towards the mine 

shaft outside. 

 

The men collected their lamps and 

tools here. 

 

There are more large images of the 

miners and their boots on the ground. 

 

It is a quiet area and right to be 

respectful. 

The surfaces are hard and the 

acoustics are loud. 

 

There is strip lighting in this area. 

 

The corridor is narrow to reach the exit. 

As you exit by the Victory Shaft, you 

turn left between the barriers and the 

building. 



 

Victory Shaft 

The head gear of the Victory Shaft is a 

very tall structure.  

 

The shaft is through the doors at the 

bottom. Please do not cross any 

barriers here. 

There are trip hazards around this 

area on the floor, such as fixings and 

rails. 

 

All dangerous areas are fenced-off for 

your safety. 

You cannot enter the Victory Shaft 

itself, but there is a small viewing area 

to have a look at the shaft where 

there is also a donation bucket.  

 

You can look at the headgear and 

see the machinery and cable leading 

overhead to the Winder Room. 

 

The machinery is made safe and will 

not start. 



 

Hard Rock Museum 

The Hard Rock Museum is a modern 

conversion of an old building, which 

contains an exhibition about mining 

and a cinema.  

 

Follow the signs to reach the entrance 

around the far side of the building. 

 

It has automatic doors in, but not 

throughout the building. 

Inside the main entrance you will see 

the arrows and door to your left to 

follow the museum trail. 

On the lower floors there is a lot of 

written information and lit cabinet 

displays of minerals. 

 

There are videos playing about the 

formation of the geology. 

Follow the hall around. 

 

There are strip lights and some displays 

make a noise. 



 

In the atrium, there are stairs 

and a lift to access the first 

floor. 

There is a reconstruction of a miner 

working in a mine shaft (stope) through 

a dark entrance in the atrium.  

 

The display makes a noise that is 

triggered by a motion sensor when 

people walk into the area.   

 

You can exit the museum from this area 

through the doors to the right. 

The upstairs floor has the interactive, 

‘hands on’ exhibits.  

 

Up here there are lots of things to do. 

 

Some exhibits make a  noise, like the 

audio files of miners talking about their 

experiences at Geevor. 



 

The Mill 
The Mill has different sections which 

explain how tin is separated from the 

rocks from the mine. 

 

During the winter months, you will be 

taken through by a guide, so you have 

to wait at the  blackboard. 

If the blackboard isn’t there, then you 

can walk through yourself. 

 

The Mill is not wheelchair accessible 

because a boardwalk with steps has 

been created to see the machinery in 

its original positions. 

There is a narrow walkway with steep 

steps in areas and handrails. Most of 

the trip hazards have been highlighted 

with white or yellow paint. 

 

You will not be able to go back and 

must complete the route to exit the 

building. 

 

The floor may be wet, which could be 

a slip hazard. 

Want to see this area for yourself? Click on the link below: 

 

  Link to 360° footage of beginning of the Mill Tour 

https://www.youtuberepeat.com/watch?v=jmuAk0HIAX0&list=PLC2Jsuv5BcuBg0Cxa71tTVQ1uf_5Urovo&index=14


 

The boardwalk route is one way and  

narrow. There are steps and handrails. 

 

You will be able to see the machinery 

where it used to work, but it will not start 

without warning. 

 

The Mill is dusty throughout. 

At the shaking tables, your guide will turn 

the equipment on for a short time to 

demonstrate it to you. 

 

It makes a noise, but isn’t too loud. 

 

The shaking tables use water, but you 

won’t get wet or splashed. 

 

Want to see this area for yourself? Click on the link below: 

 

Link to 360° footage of an area at the end of Mill Tour 

https://www.youtuberepeat.com/watch?v=de3qSAx2i_Q&list=PLC2Jsuv5BcuBg0Cxa71tTVQ1uf_5Urovo&index=16


 

After The Mill there will be an opportunity 

to pan for ‘fools’ gold and semi-precious 

stones. The process demonstrates the 

separation process. 

 

This is free and you may get wet. 

 

You will be given a small bag to collect 

your finds. 

Want to see this area for yourself? Click on the link below: 

 

Link to 360° footage of Panning Area  

There is also a seating area here for 

waiting or educational groups. 

 

There are guides in this area to help you 

and ask if you want to go on the 

Underground Mine Tour.  

 

Be aware of the uneven floor. 

There is a small ramp to exit the building. 

If you are a wheelchair user and cannot access The Mill from the top entrance, 

you can enter in this lower entrance to enjoy The Panning and see into The Mill. 

However, externally, there is a steep gravel slope through the site from the café 

area to reach this point.  

 

The Geevor team may allow you to drive your vehicle down to this area if it isn’t 

too busy. 

 

https://www.youtuberepeat.com/watch?v=uFb8i228sK8&list=PLC2Jsuv5BcuBg0Cxa71tTVQ1uf_5Urovo&index=15


 

Underground Tour 

After exiting The Mill and Panning Area, 

you will be invited on the Underground 

Mine Tour. It is optional, so you don’t 

have to go. 

 

If you want to go, you will be given an 

overcoat to wear to keep your clothes 

clean. You will walk with your small 

group and guide down to the mine 

entrance. 

A guide will stay with you the whole time  

and tell you the history of the mine. 

 

There is a long walk around the mine; 

however if you feel uncomfortable, tell 

your guide because there is a short-cut 

out. 

The mine is narrow and dark, and you 

may feel claustrophobic.  

 

The floors are uneven and wet, which 

may be a trip hazard. 

 

Water will drip down from the ceiling. 

The ceilings are low and you may have 

to bend over to walk through. 

 

The mine has an earthy smell which may 

be unpleasant for some. 



 

The Holman Collection 

The Holman Collection is a museum 

of rural industry, which shows items 

used in fishing, engineering and 

forges.  

 

It is laid out in a loop in one room 

and you can explore in any 

direction. 

 

None of the exhibits should be 

touched and none make a noise. 

 

Many are behind barriers. 

In the middle of the room there is a 

tall wind turbine. 

 

At the back of the room there is a 

reconstructed forge of N. Holman 

and Son. 



 

Water Wheel and Stamps 

Situated below the café building, on the main slope down to the coast, is a 

water wheel attached to mining equipment, called stamps, that crushed 

the ore. They have been relocated from another site in Cornwall. 

 

Surrounding this area are some picnic benches and the ground is covered 

in fine gravel. 

 

In this are, although it is still part of the museum, there is old rusty equipment, 

which should not be touched. It is part of the mining history and may not 

necessarily be made safe. 

 

Do not climb the fences as there is a drop on the other side. 

 

This is generally a quiet area. 



 

Shop and Café  

The shop, café and accessible toilet 

are in the same building, which has 

two levels. 

 

To move between the shop on the 

upper level and the café on the lower, 

there are steps and a platform lift (left). 

The café has hot food and a range of 

drinks and cakes available. 

 

There are high chairs available and a 

range of seating. 

 

It can get busy here during lunch 

times. 

The shop has tall shelving and can get 

busy. Some items are breakable. Pay 

for any items at the counter. 

Outside the Shop and accessible toilet, 

there are hoppers to return the helmets. 

This is so that you can leave the site 

without returning to reception if you wish. 



 

We hope you enjoy your visit. 

 

 

 

For more information about 

Heritage Ability, visit 

www.heritageability.org 

Images and 360° footage supplied by Heritage Ability. 

 

 

This Visual Guide has been reviewed by people with lived-

experience of having a disability. 
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#AccessibilityMatters 
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