
 

This booklet tells you about  

Dean Heritage Centre 

Made by      

 

Visitors spend around 

3 hours here 



At the Dean Heritage Centre 

there is a Visitor Reception. 

 

At the Visitor Reception you  

pay to go in. 

 

There are people who can 

help you if you have questions.  

Next to the Visitor Reception is 

the gift shop. 

 

There is a café where you can 

buy food and drink.  

  

 



The café is on the first floor. 

 

There is disabled access. Ask 

at the Visitor Reception. 

 

There are 2 accessible toilets.  

 

1 at the back of the museum, near the Beam 

Engine. 

1 in the café.  

 

 

 



1. Find out how people 

lived in the Forest of 

Dean. 

2.  Find out what people 

who lived in the Forest 

did for work.  

3.  Walk around the 

woodland trails and 

visit the Charcoal 

Camp and Freemine. 

While you are here you can: 



 

People who lived in the Forest 

of Dean were called Foresters. 

  

Foresters have lived and 

worked in the Forest of Dean 

for thousands of years.  

We know this because old 

bones and tools have been 

found in the Forest. 

There are lots of things to do in 

the museum. 

 

You are allowed to touch 

things as you walk around. 



 

Many wild animals lived in the 

Forest of Dean.   

The animals included:  

 wild boars 

 wolves 

 deer  

 and hares. 

The Forest of Dean a long long time ago….. 

People have been hunting in 

the Forest for thousands of 

years. 

Hunting is where people follow 

and kill animals for food. 

You can touch the animals in the museum with one finger! 

In the past, many of the kings 

and queens of England     

hunted in the Forest of Dean. 

 



 

Foresters have also been     

mining in the Forest for many        

hundreds of years.  

Mining is when you dig                  

underground to find metals,  

coal, or stone. 

Mining was very important to 

people that lived in the Forest 

of Dean. 

Many men, women and        

children worked in the mines. 

 

What did Forester’s do? 

Foresters used wood from the 

Forest of Dean to heat their 

homes. 

Wood was also sold to build  

homes and ships.  



 

In the Forest of Dean there are 

also Freeminers. 

 

Freeminers mine their own 

land.  

 

Only people that were born in 

the Forest of Dean are allowed 

to mine in the Forest. 

 

There is a Freemine entrance 

to look at. 

It is called Harvey’s Folly. 

Did you visit Harvey’s Folly ? 



 

The bathroom was in the back 

garden. 

It was cold when you had to use 

the bathroom in winter! 

In the garden, they would grow 

vegetables to eat.  

 

 

They would keep chickens for 

their eggs, and pigs for their 

meat. 

The Forester’s cottage shows 

how Foresters lived in Victorian  

times. 

How Foresters lived in Victorian times. 

Victorian times are the years when Queen Victoria 

was the Queen of England. 

She became queen in 1837. She was queen for over 

63 years. 



The Victorian School room 

shows what schools were like 

at this time. 

Young visitors can dress up in  

Victorian school clothes. 

You can play with the games 

on the desks.  

Did you play the games? 

There were no computers. 

 

You would write on a slate 

board, with a piece of chalk. 



1. People that lived in the Forest of Dean are called 

Foresters. 

2. People have lived in the Forest for a very long time. 

3. Wood and mining were important to Foresters. 

4. Only people born in the Forest of Dean can be 

Freeminers. 

Thank you for visiting the Dean 

Heritage Centre. 

 

Please come back again soon! 

      We hope you enjoyed your day.  

      What did you enjoy the most? 

Now you know that ……. 



For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org. 

 

This guide has been compiled by Heritage Ability using a      

person-centred approach, in conjunction with professional 

advisors with lived-experience. 
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Heritage Ability project is run by the disability charity,  

Living Options Devon, registered charity no. 1102489 

 

@HeritageAbility 


