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Visitors spend about 

2 hours here 



The visitor centre here is 

called the Count House 

Workshop.  

There are people here to 

help you. 

 

There is an information area 

an accessible toilet 

and a café. 

 



Copper is also a metal found in the 

rocks under ground.  

 

It is used to make copper coins. 

                    Have you seen tin cans or copper coins at home? 

The rocks they were looking for 

were found deep under the 

ground and difficult to get to. 

This place is called Botallack. 

 

People used to work here, 

looking for tin and copper in 

the ground. 

Tin is a metal found in the rocks 

under ground.  

 

It is used to make tin cans. 



                                           

                            They are famous sub-marine mines. 

                                             under   sea       

They dug deep holes in the ground 

called mines. 

 

The mines were even dug under the sea! 

 

These mines are famous all around the 

world and Botallack is a World Heritage 

Site. 

The black lines on this map are 

the mines. 

 

You can see that they went 

out under the sea. 



At Botallack the engine houses 

by the sea are famous around 

the world. 

 

These are called the Crowns  

Engine Houses. 

To get things in and out of 

the mines they used big 

engines. 

 

The engines worked in 

stone houses called      

engines houses.  

This one is at another place and still has the engine inside. The 

ones at Botallack don’t have the engines in anymore. 

  Can you see the engine houses at Botallack? 



The gas was called arsenic and is 

very poisonous! 

The rocks from the mine had to 

be crushed into smaller pieces. 

 

This is where that happened. 

 

The smaller rocks were cooked in 

an oven. 

 

Hot gas went through tunnels 

and out of the chimney. 

 

Can you see the chimney? 



There are so many old buildings 

at Botallack that it is used for 

making television programmes. 

Have you seen Poldark on TV? 

This is the filming of Poldark 

for TV at Botallack. 

 

Poldark is a story about tin 

mining in Cornwall.  

 

A lot of the filming is done 

at the real mining sites like 

at Botallack. 



 

1. Deep Mines were dug at Botallack, some 

even went under the sea! 

2. The miners were looking for Tin and Copper. 

3. The TV program Poldark was filmed here, 

which is all about old Cornish Miners. 

 

Thank you for visiting  

Botallack. 

 

Please come back again! 

We hope you enjoyed your day.  

What did you enjoy the most? 

Now you know that ……. 



  

Botallack 

 

An area in Cornwall by the sea, famous for 

its mining activities. 

  

Mine 

 

A deep hole dug in the ground to find useful 

rocks that contain metal. 

  

Tin 

 

A type of metal found at Botallack.  

It is used to make tin cans and other useful 

things. 

  

Copper 

 

Another type of metal found at Botallack. It 

is used to make copper wire and copper 

coins and other useful things. 

  

poisonous 

 

Dangerous to your health. Could kill you! 

  

Count House 

Workshop 

An old mine building at Botallack. Now used 

as a visitor centre where you can learn 

about the mining here.  

There is also a café and an accessible toilet. 

 
 

Engine 
A machine used in mining to pump water 

out of the mine and to bring up the miners 

and the rock. 

  

Engine House 

The stone building that the engine is put in. 

It sits next to the mine in the ground and has 

a chimney. 

  

Poldark 

Poldark was a book and then made into a 

film. It was all about Cornish mining a long 

time ago. 

Some of Poldark was filmed at Botallack. 

Meaning of words in this booklet 



For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org 

 

This guide has been compiled by Heritage Ability using a person-

centred approach, in conjunction with professional advisors with 

lived-experience. 
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