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This information tells you about 

Geevor Tin Mine.  

 

 

Created by  

Visitors typically spend  

2 hours at Geevor Tin Mine. 
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Tin is a metal used to 

make things like food 

cans.  

 

 

 

 

It is found in some rocks 

here in Cornwall. 

 

 

 

Geevor Mine was a tin 

mine.  
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You can see the  

machines and buildings 

that people used to get 

the tin out of the ground. 

 

 

You can safely walk 

around an old mine to 

see what it was like.  

 

 

 

The mining here has 

stopped and now it is a 

museum. 
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Lots of people used to 

work here.   

Many people worked 

above ground.  

The miners worked  

underground.   

 

The miner’s job was:  

 difficult 

 dark 

 noisy 

 wet 

 hot 

 and, dangerous! 

But they could earn lots 

of money. 

 

 

Most of the mine tunnels 

were deep underground 

and even out under the 

sea! 
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The miners went down 

into the mine, squashed 

inside a cage.   

 

The cage was like a lift in 

a building, but it went 

deep underground.  

 

They looked for the rock 

underground that had 

lots of tin in it. 

 

 

Each day the miners  

arrived to work and put 

on their work clothes 

and a helmet with a 

lamp. 



 6 

 

 

Then they put explosive 

in the holes, which when 

lit blew the rock into 

pieces.   

 

The miners brought the 

pieces of rock out of the 

mine in wagons and 

gave it to the workers 

above the ground.  

 

 

When they found it, they 

made holes in the rock 

using a drill.   
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They then used lots of  

water to wash away the 

rock sand, leaving the 

tin. 

 

You can try this for  

yourself on your visit.  

 

 

The tin was collected, 

cleaned and melted 

down.  

To get the tin out of the 

rock, they used Grinding 

Machines. 

The Grinding Machines 

were full of metal balls, 

to grind the rock into 

smaller pieces, like sand. 
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The bars were sold to be 

turned into many  

different things. 

 

To see the different types 

of rocks that can be 

mined, visit the Hard 

Rock Museum at Geevor. 

 

 

It was made into bars. 

Thank you for visiting today. 
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For more information about Heritage Ability, 

visit www.heritageability.org 

 

Images supplied by Geevor. 

This Easy Read guide has been reviewed by  

users for users in association with Devon Link-Up. 

 

 

 

 

 

@HeritageAbility 

#HeritageAbility 


